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Waters of the River that is not Far from That vil-
lage. I also took time to look for a medicinal plant
which a savage, who knows its secret, showed to
Father Alloues with many Ceremonies. Its root is
employed to Counteract snake-bites, God having been
pleased to give this antidote Against a poison which
is very common in these countries. It is very pun-
gent, and tastes like powder when crushed with the
teeth; it must be masticated and placed upon the
bite inflicted by the snake. The reptile has so great
a horror of it that it even flees from a Person who
has rubbed himself with it. The plant bears several
stalks, a foot high, with rather long leaves; and a
white flower, which greatly resembles The wall-
flower.”® I putsome in my Canoe, in order to examine
it at leisure while we continued to advance toward
Maskoutens, where we arrived on The 7th of
June.

SECTION 3RD. DESCRIPTION OF THE VILLAGE OF MAS-
KOUTENS; WHAT PASSED THERE BETWEEN THE
FATHER AND THE SAVAGES. THE FRENCH
BEGIN TO ENTER A NEW AND UNKNOWN
COUNTRY, AND ARRIVE AT MISSISIPI.

ERE we are at Maskoutens. This Word may, in
Algonquin, mean *‘‘ the fire Nation,"’— which,
indeed, is the name given to this tribe. Here is the
limit of the discoveries which the french have made,
For they have not yet gone any farther.

This Village Consists of three Nations who have
gathered there — Miamis, Maskoutens, and Kikabous.
The former are the most civil, the most liberal, and
the most shapely. They wear two long locks over
their ears, which give them a pleasing appearance.



